PUSS IN BOOTS

A Study Guide for Teachers and Students
Artwork for Study Guide by Emily Grosland

Based on the Fairy Tale by Charles Perrault
Adapted for the stage by Gayle Cornelison

SYNOPSIS

Jacques, a young Frenchman, inherits a cat known as Puss from his father who
has recently passed away. Puss turns out to be an extraordinary talking cat, and
so, Jacques and Puss set off to help Jacques achieve his dreams of wealth and true
love. Along the way, they encounter Princess Genevieve, with whom Jacques
falls in love, and an ogre named Egor, who holds the title of Marquis de Carabas
and claims to be the wealthiest creature in the world. Egor also wishes to marry
a beautiful princess, and in exchange for an expensive, fancy cape, the clever
Puss promises to help Egor as well. Egor does not realize that Puss is actually
scheming to help Jacques outwit the ogre and seize his title and his fortune!

Meanwhile, Princess Genevieve and her Father, King Louis, are walking in the
forest on their way to meet Jacques. Puss tells them that Jacques is the Marquis
de Carabas, and invites them to dinner at his castle nearby. Puss goes ahead of
the others to meet Egor, who is expecting Puss to bring him his Princess, but Puss
tells Egor that another man is approaching his castle, claiming to be the Marquis
de Carabas. Furious, Egor wants to kill the impostor, but Puss, always full of
ideas, encourages Egor to challenge the impostor with magic.

A showdown ensues between Jacques and Egor, while the princess, the king, and
Puss look on. In a fortunate twist of fate, Egor, who is not careful enough with his
magic, turns himself into a rat! Puss seizes the moment, pounces on the rat, and
eats it! With Egor gone, Jacques is free to take the hand of the princess, win the
title of Marquis de Carabas, and all the riches, thanks to his sly feline friend, Puss
in Boots!



LITERATURE
1. Read a version of Charles Perrault’s “Puss in Boots” with your class, preferably
one with illustrations. (The 1990 version by Fred Marcellino and Malcolm
Arthur is excellent--a Caldecott honor book) Then think about what you might
see onstage. How do you think a human actor might turn him/herself into a cat
for the play?

2. How does Puss change when he puts on the boots and the hat? Remember also
that he asks for a cape and a doublet. Why does he value these fashionable items
so much?

3. Why do you think Charles Perrault chose a cat for this type of story, instead of
a dog or a bird, for example? How would the story be different if the main
character were a different animal, instead of a cat?

4. How did you feel about the Ogre? Was he scary? Funny? Why isn’t Puss
afraid of the Ogre? What makes the Ogre so willing to go along with Puss’ idea?

CREATIVE WRITING
1. Have students write a short dialogue between Puss and another famous cat, or
any famous animal of their choosing. They can talk about anything. Then have
students perform them for the class.

2. Have students imagine that they are Puss in Boots and that they are about to
begin a great adventure. Have them map out the journey, and think about
what they will take with them to help carry out clever schemes. If they could
take five things on the journey, what would they be?

3. Ask the students, “If you had your own Puss in Boots who would help you get
the things you wish for, like Jacques, what would you want the cat to do?” Have
them write short stories or draw pictures of themselves and their own versions of
Puss in Boots going on an adventure.

GEOGRAPHY
1. The story of “Puss in Boots” is set in the Loire Valley in France. Look at a map
of France and find this region. Also, find some pictures of the Loire Valley. It is
one of the most beautiful places in Europe. Talk about ways that this region may
be represented onstage.

SCIENCE

1. Before seeing the play, explore cats with your class. Have them research and
find pictures of real cats using the internet and/or the library. For those
students who have cats at home, have them observe their cats. How do cats
move, behave, and communicate? Where do they live? What do they eat? Do
they live on their own or in family groups?



HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES

1. Research and discuss other famous cats--cats in history, literature, music,
mythology and art. For example, the cat goddesses of Egyptian mythology; T.S.
Eliot’s “Old Possums’s Book of Practical Cats.” After seeing Puss in Boots and
learning about other famous cats, why do you think cats are such popular
subjects for stories?

2. Discuss inheritances and the significance of primogeniture--the old European
law that the oldest child inherits a parent’s fortune. In the beginning of the play,
why is Jacques upset that he is Puss’ new owner?

3. Jacques wishes very much to become the Marquis so that the Princess may
marry him and the King will approve the marriage. What are the advantages
and disadvantages of being royal? Who do you think is more deserving of the
title of Marquis, Jacques or the Ogre?

ADDITIONAL--WRITE TO CTC!
After watching the play, write about it. Tell what you liked or disliked about the
story, the characters, costumes, set, or anything else you observed. Support
your thoughts with examples and reasons. (TeacherOsomments are appreciated!)

Mail to:
CTC, P.O. Box 2007
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
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